,   PREFACE

TO obviate misunderstanding, it seems well to
warn the reader that this book aims only at
giving a sketch of George Washington's Kfe and acts.
I was interested to discover, if I could, the human
residue which I felt sure must persist in Washington
after all was said. Owing to the pernicious drivel of
the Reverend Weems no other great man in history
has had to live down such a mass of absurdities and
deliberate false inventions. At last after a century
and a quarter the rubbish has been mostly cleared
away, and only those who wilfully prefer to deceive
themselves need waste time over an imaginary Father
of His Country amusing himself with a fictitious
cherry-tree and hatchet.

The truth is that the material about George Wash-
ington is very voluminous. His military records
cover the eight years of the Revolutionary War.
His political work is preserved officially in the re-
ports of Congress. Most of the public men who were
his contemporaries left memoirs or correspondence
in which he figures. Above all there is the edition, in
fourteen volumes, of his own writings compiled by
Mr. Worthington C. Ford. And yet many .persons